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59.[Pathophysiology, differential diagnosis and management of recurrent
spontaneous pneumothorax]. The spontaneous pneumothorax is one of the

major causes of death in young adults and most often occurs in people
without a history of respiratory disease. In contrast to other causes of

pneumothorax, spontaneous pneumothorax occurs without physical forces.
The primary lesion is a rupture of subpleural blebs or bullae. The underlying
pathophysiological mechanisms are various but the most important ones are
the altered elastic properties of the lung parenchyma and a defective ability

to repair the collapsed lung parenchyma. The differential diagnosis of the
pneumothorax includes other air-filled spaces or lesions that are
compressive or inflammatory in nature. The management of the

pneumothorax is entirely surgical and includes evacuation of the air and
pleural drainage through a chest tube. Surgery can consist of simple

thoracotomy or more extensive operations that open up the thoracic wall in
order to resect the bullae. Different pathophysiological and pathogenetic

mechanisms play an important role 6d1f23a050
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